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interest is conspicuous in the preface, in all the intervening pages, 
and in the conclusion. Evidently he is not fully conscious of how 
firmly he is set for the maintenance of his thesis. 

Bishop Potter finds the book very much to his liking, and in his 
introduction says : " An element in the present situation which makes 
such a work as this a timely one is the emancipation of scholarship 
from the domination of mere ecclesiasticism." We must not, there- 
fore, imagine that we are about to read a history. We are rather to 
read another contribution to one side of a question that has divided 
earnest and able scholars for many centuries. Having made up our 
minds, then, that we are to hear an advocate who will do the best that 
in him lies for his side, we shall be much interested. Dr. Waterman is 
entirely sincere, genial, persuasive, and fair — remembering always that 
he is an advocate. Now, the one who wants a good, popular presenta- 
tion of the Episcopalian side of the question will find satisfaction in 
this volume. And what large-minded Christian today does not want 
to know the best arguments that all communions have to offer for their 
existence ? 

The book closes with the following sentences : " Yet, whatever the 
faults, the failures, the mistakes of the church of Christ may be, it is 
always his mystical body here on earth, deeply one with the Savior him- 
self, one with the great church of the heavenly paradise, and instinct with 
the heavenly life, which is the leaven that changes the character of the 
world. The more the believer studies the history of that wonderful 
church, even in its worst days, the more reason he will have to be 
thankful for the coming into this world's low life of Jesus Christ who is 
our life." 

In literary style and cogency of argument this book will suffer by 
comparison with Allen's Christian Institutions and Bright's Some Aspects 
of Primitive Church Life, both of which are written from the same point 
of view as The Post- Apostolic Age. J. W. Moncrief. 

The University of Chicago. 



Some Aspects of Primitive Church Life. By William 
Bright, D.D. London, New York, and Bombay : Long- 
mans, Green & Co., 1898. Pp. vii + 268. $1.75. 

Dr. Bright is Regius professor of ecclesiastical history in Oxford, 
and the five addresses contained in this volume were originally deliv- 
ered at a " summer meeting of clergy." A history of the primitive 
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church is not attempted ; only " certain aspects " of that history are 
brought under review. Some of these " aspects " are of interest to 
Christians in general, and some are of almost exclusive interest to mem- 
bers of the Church of England, since they raise questions over which 
churchmen themselves are sharply divided. The addresses which treat 
of the characteristic excellencies of the Christian life in primitive times 
in contrast with " the huge encircling masses of non-Christian social 
life," of the persecution and martyrdom to which the saints were sub- 
jected under " mob fury " and under governmental sanction, of the early 
apologists and the defects and special merits of their apologies, will 
commend themselves to the Christian public as fresh and learned dis- 
sertations on matters unfolded more or less fully in general histories 
of the Christian church. But the first and second addresses and part 
of the third, which discuss the external and visible church, the apos- 
tolate, the episcopate, the rank and functions of the laity, the sacra- 
mental principles involved in baptism, confirmation, and the eucharist, 
will elicit criticism from churchmen not members of Dr. Bright's school 
or party scarcely less emphatic than from Nonconformists themselves. 
Until such leaders as Lightfoot, Hatch, Moberly, Hort, Bright, and 
others can give less conflicting accounts of the inception of the insti- 
tutions of their " church by law established," and of the historic 
grounds on which these institutions rest and are to be vindicated, some 
doubt of their divine origin will still linger in non-Episcopal minds. 
In the meantime, every candid and thoughtful study of the early 
records, like that now under review, will help to bring " some aspect of 
primitive church life" into greater clearness, and thus contribute to the 
final discovery of the exact truth. The day when Christians will see 
eye to eye concerning the organization and government of the church, 
its officers and their functions, its ordinances and their meaning and 
uses, may be far distant, but every fresh study of the original docu- 
ments will help to hasten that day. Eri B. Hulbert. 

The University of Chicago. 



Enthusiasmus tjnd Bussgewalt beim griechischen Monchttjm. 
Eine Studie zu Symeon dem neuen Theologen. Von Lie. 
Dr. Karl Holl, Privatdozent in Berlin. Leipzig: J. C. 
Hinrichs'sche Buchhandlung. Pp. vi + 332. M. 10. 

This is a book to be cordially welcomed by scholars. Ever since 
Ritschl published his Entstehung der altkatholischen Kirche there has 



